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‘Tis (almost) the season to be jolly!
We are on the countdown to Christmas at both Ark schools, with the first
festive events just two weeks away. Please make sure that you have read the
Christmas calendars for your school and made note of all the important
dates. We kick off with Decoration Day at the start of December, where parents
are invited to join their children to create a host of Christmas decorations and
gifts.

The WONDERFUL Ark Nurseries
This term across both nurseries our focus is on ‘Celebrations’, we have had
lots of fun already celebrating bonfire night, learning how to keep safe when
watching firework displays. We celebrated Diwali, the festival of light, learning
how people from other religions and countries celebrate their festivals. We
got the opportunity to make our very own Diya lamps and make naan bread.
We celebrated friendship as part of anti-bullying week, where we learned what
it means to be kind towards others and what makes a good friend. We also
took part in remembrance day, creating our very own poppies! We are all very
excited to continue our celebrations in the lead up to christmas!



Moorlands News
This year Moorlands are working towards becoming a School of Sanctuary. Our
school will become a welcoming and inclusive culture for all students and
families. We are focusing on supporting refugees and asylum seekers. As a
school we had a day dedicated to raising awareness for refugees, we asked the
children to think about what five items they would take with them if they had to
flee their homes. The children had great empathy skills, to be able to think of
others. We had a range of items bought in including toothbrushes, reading
books, blankets and photos of special people in our lives.

Mrs Larkin, our School of Sanctuary lead said “It was a lovely day across the
school, I heard lots of insightful conversations from the children about each of
their five items and it’s amazing to see how much care the children of Moorlands
have for other people.”

Peterhouse News
Our Houses are back up and running at Peterhouse and it’s already shaping
up to be a closely run contest! Last year’s School Council members were very
keen to get House Points going again and came up with an abundance of
great ideas for new House names, which they then put to the polls by asking
classes to vote on their favourites. The most popular choices were linked to
habitats and so our new House names came to be as follows:

How does it work? Every time the children earn a Dojo point for themselves,
they also earn a point for their House, and every week, this year’s School
Council members help me (Mr Richards) add up the totals, which they then
announce in our Friday Awards Assembly!



Attendance
As an Academy we are committed to ensure all our pupils attend school
regularly.We hope that we can rely on the support from all our Parents/Carers
to encourage their child/children to be in school regularly and on time.

Peterhouse current whole school attendance is 94.5%, a little lower than our
target of 96%.

Moorlands current whole school attendance is 93.5%, let's all work hard to
increase this percentage.

School Dog
Check out the School Dog Blog: http://theark.dneat.org/school-dog/

Lily produces a blog when she is in school, often with photos of her
exploits - why not check it out.

http://theark.dneat.org/school-dog/


Parent Support

Any parents looking to save a little money, or the planet might want to take a
look at the Too Good To Go app.

Too Good To Go allows you to purchase mystery bags of food and grocery
items from a number of well known retailers at reduced prices. The idea being
that they can cut down on food waste by selling off stock that is perfectly
safe to eat but close to its sell by date. Participating retailers include
Morrisons, Toby Carvery, Greggs Bakeries, Bushells Bakeries and many more.





Moorlands Christmas Dates

Event Date Information

Decoration Day 1st December Parents are invited to join their
children to create Christmas
decorations and gifts - whole school

Key Stage 2 Alfresco
Carols

8th December
(2.30pm)

Join Years 3 to 6 outside to
celebrate the festive season

Moorlands Evening
Family Carol Service

12th December
6.00pm

Join us at All Saints Church and
celebrate together

Year 3/4 Christmas in
Rhyme

13th December
9:00 am

Parents are invited to join the Year 3
and 4 children recite their
Christmas poems and sing the odd
carol along the way

Christmas Jumper Day 14th December Save the Children fundraiser - whole
school

Christmas Dinner 14th December Children’s Christmas Dinner - whole
school

The Big Christmas Story
Time

14th December
(2.30 pm)

Children are invited to bring a
Christmas story book to school.
Join your child’s class at the end of
the day for a big family story time.

Christmas Party Day 15th December Class parties - non uniform for all
classes

Year 5/6 Christmas in
Rhyme

18th December
9:00 am

Parents are invited to join the Year 5
and 6 children recite their
Christmas poems and sing the odd
carol along the way

Nursery Nativity 19th December
(2:30 pm)

Tickets available nearer the event

Reception Nativity 19th December
(9:15 am)

Tickets available nearer the event

Year 1 and 2 Christmas
Play

20th December
(9:15 am)

Tickets available nearer the event



Peterhouse Christmas Dates

Event Date Information

Decoration Day 1st December Parents are invited to join their
children to create Christmas
decorations and gifts

Reception Nativity 5th December
Times tbc

AM and PM performances
Tickets available nearer the event

Nursery Christmas
Sing & Share

12th December
9:30am

All nursery children are invited to
wear their favourite Christmas
outfit and share some of the
songs they’ve learnt.

Christmas Jumper Day 7th December Save the Children fundraiser -
whole school

Christmas Dinner 7th December Children’s Christmas Dinner -
whole school

Peterhouse Evening
Family Carol Service

7th December
6.00pm

Join us at the local Church and
celebrate together

The Big Christmas
Story Time

11th December
2.30pm

Children are invited to bring a
Christmas story book to school.
Join your child’s class at the end
of the day for a big family story
time.

Key Stage 2 Alfresco
Carols

13th December
2.30pm

Join Years 3 to 6 outside to
celebrate the festive season

Year 1 and 2 Christmas
Play

14th December
Times TBC

AM and PM performances
Tickets available nearer the event

Year 3 / 4 Christmas in
Rhyme

18th December
2.30pm

Parents are invited to join the
Year 3 and 4 children recite their
Christmas poems and sing the
odd carol along the way

Year 5 / 6 Christmas in
Rhyme

19th December
2.30pm

Parents are invited to join the
Year 5 and 6 children recite their
Christmas poems and sing the
odd carol along the way

Christmas Party Day 20th December Class parties - non uniform for all
classes


