
Moorlands Loves Maths
There were too many maths updates for the June newsletter, so we’ve decided to run a special

edition to celebrate maths at Moorlands!

Diverse Mathematicians
At Moorlands we have been increasing our awareness of diversity. This year we have
changed our house names to represent diverse mathematicians from around the world.
Each mathematician had an assembly dedicated to them to understand who they were.
Katherine Johnson, green house, was an African-American female mathematician working for
NASA who ensured in 1969 that the first moon landing was successful. Her calculations also
made sure the astronauts made it back to earth safely. Al-Kwarizmi, blue house, was a
Persian Muslim who lived in 780 AD. Considered the father of algebra, Al-Kwarizmi also
created the Hindu-Arabic number system we use today, including the concept of zero.
Without him we would still probably be stuck with roman numerals! Alan Turing, yellow house,
was an incredible British codebreaker in the second world war, helping to stop German
U-Boats from sinking British ships. Alan had to deal with discrimination in his life too, and
was imprisoned for being gay when this was still illegal, and also had to deal with the
challenges of being autistic. Shakuntala Devi, red house, was an Indian mathematician
known as the human computer. From the age of four, she was able to do complex
calculations mentally, and her father took her on the road demonstrating her abilities. She
became known throughout the world and shared her amazing mental skills in books and on
television.



Maths Learning Cafe
Parents in Year 5/6 recently attended a Maths Café, an opportunity to see maths in action at
Moorlands. The morning focused on the measurement strand, and included hands-on activities
involving volume and capacity, area, time, mass and perimeter. The children used trundle
wheels, measuring cylinders, timers, weighing scales and measuring tape to help them develop
their understanding.

TT Rockstars: Times tables are rocking on!
Using Times Tables Rockstars, students have been busy learning their tables both at home and
at school. Alongside this, there have been leaderboards, certificates and accolades at school.
Rockstar Day was a great day to celebrate our successes so far as a school and both students
and sta� enjoyed dressing up as their favourite Rockstars. The day included a wide variety of
Maths games and activities, along with plenty of times tables questions. At the Rockstar
assembly, awards were given out for various competitions such as fastest in the school, most
coins in 14 days and biggest improvement since using the program. There was rock music and
even a live, one-minute competition featuring the three fastest times tables rock stars in the
school! Since September, Moorlands has gone from 18 Rockstars and now has 70 in the school!
Battle of the Bands has also been raging this year, with classes competing with each other to
answer the most questions. We are thrilled with this progress and look forward to more students
joining the ranks before the end of the year.






